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We are delighted that you chose to worship with us this morning!  Whoever you are, 
wherever you come from, wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!  
                                                                                                                                   –

Rev.Jeanne Loveless  
 

We Walk in (and on) Water 
 

If you want to walk on water, you have to get out of the boat. –John Ortberg 
 

If three steps are taken without any other motive than the desire to seek what is Holy, 
those three steps are miraculous; they are equally so whether they take place on dry land 
or on water.               Thomas Merton 

 
“They both listened silently to the water, which to them was not just water, but the voice 
of life, the voice of Being, the voice of perpetual Becoming.”      Hermann Hesse 
Siddhartha” 
 
“At Blackwater Pond the tossed waters have settled after a night of rain.  I dip my cupped 
hands. I drink a long time. It tastes like stone, leaves, fire. It falls cold into my body, 
waking the bones. I hear them deep inside me, whispering oh what is that beautiful thing 
that just happened?”            Mary Oliver “On Blackwater Pond”  
 
" To have faith is to trust yourself to the water. When you swim don't try to grab hold of 
the water, because if you do you will sink and drown. Instead just relax, and float.    
     Alan Watts 

 
 

     We Gather and Give Praise 
Prelude  (please observe devotional silence; candles on devotional table may be lit) 
Welcome  
Passing the Peace of Christ  
 Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
 People: And also with you.   
     (congregation moves about freely passing the peace until music begins) 
 
Lighting the Christ Candle (liturgist lights candle) 
* Invocation (* asterisks indicate that the people rise in body or spirit) 
 

Call to Worship 
Liturgist:   God of sea, rain, rock, and river- Some of us gather on this day and our spirits 
are like parched deserts, dry and thirsty. Some of us feel like we are going under. Some 
of us are being called to walk on water. And we are afraid to get out of the boat.   
Congregation:  God saturate us with your Spirit.  Bathe us in your living water. And 
soak us with your “streams of mercy never ceasing. Teach us to rise above our fear. 
Give us courage to get out of the boat!   (JL) 



Opening Hymn    “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing”   #407 
 
Reading of Preparation (led by liturgist)  
Water does not resist. Water flows. When you plunge your hand into it, all you feel is a 
caress. Water is not a solid wall, it will not stop you. But water always goes where it 
wants to go, and nothing in the end can stand against it.  Water is patient. Dripping water 
wears away a stone. Remember that, my child.  Remember you are half water. If you 
can't go through an obstacle, go around it.  Water does. ― Margaret_Atwood"  “The 
Penelopiad” 
 
Invitation to Silent Prayer (liturgist leads; sitting in silence, we open ourselves to God) 

Be still and know I am God 
Be still and know I am 
Be still and know 
Be still 
Be 

Assurance of God's Grace (given by Pastor)  
 
*Gloria Patri: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, it is now and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen.  Amen. 

 
The Gathering of the Waters                                                        Rev. Jeanne 

We Receive God's Living Word 
Matthew 14: 22-24   Jesus Prays While the Wind Comes Up 
 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the 
other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat the 
Disciples were in was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves 
because the wind was against it. 
Choir Anthem:  (Welcome Back Choir!) 
Matthew 14:25-33    Take Courage 
25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples 
saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out 
in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage!  It is I.  Don’t be afraid.” Peter 
replied, “Lord, if it’s you, tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come to me,” Jesus 
said. 
Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But 
when he saw the wind and waves, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, 
save me!” 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “Why are you afraid? Why do 
you doubt?” 32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then the 
Disciples who were in the boat were amazed, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God!” 
Sermon   “Getting Out of the Boat ”    Rev. Jeanne  
Reflections on the Sermon        The Beloved Community 
 
Hymn:      “Like a Tree Beside the Waters”   #244    
 

We Respond in Faith 



Prayers of the People  
Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name.  Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and 
forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  Lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory for ever.  
Amen. 
 
Invitation to Give/Expressions of Gratitude:      
 
 We cannot give without receiving so much more than we have given. 
 God's ways are wonderful.    God's ways are wonderful. 
 
* Presentation of the Offering, Doxology  (sung response) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Praise God all creatures there 
below. 
 Praise God above ye heavenly host, Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
The Prayer of Dedication (unison)  
      Still speaking God- we offer our gifts with gratitude! We are thankful your 
reminder that if we want to walk on water and rise above that which may be 
drowning us- the first step is to  get out of the boat! Amen!  (JL)                                         

                                                                                                                      
We Share God’s Gifts 
Announcements    
 
* Closing Hymn    “I’ve Got Peace Like A River”  #426  (vs 1, 2, and 3) 
 
* Benediction   
* Sung Benediction “Dona Nobis Pacem” # 335  
 
Ministers:  All Members of UCH 
Liturgist: Steve Holly 
Worship Chair:  Laurie Blue 
Banners:  Steve Holly 
Musician: Beau Dream 
Choir Director:  Dee Ann Rojeski  
Sound:  Diann White 
Altar:  Laurie Blue  
Minister, Teacher, and Spiritual Navigator   (Designated Term):  Rev. Jeanne Loveless 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Worship Resources:  The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary on the Gospel of Matthew, The 
Anchor Bible Dictionary, Hermann Hesse, Mary Oliver, Margaret Atwood,   
John Ortberg, and Thomas Merton 
  
(JL) indicates written by Rev. Jeanne Loveless 
United Church of Hayward, United Church of Christ Congregation 
30540 Mission Blvd,  Hayward, CA 94544  510-471-4452  fb*  www.haywarducc.org" 
Rev. Jeanne’s email:   :pastorjeanne@gracechaser.org"   Rev. Jeanne’s phone: (510) 290-5568 
 


